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Treatment  

Act I  

James speaks with the chef of a bar after he has just been let go from his job. They are 

in the back ally behind the bar. The manager of the bar discovered James' is only 15 and too 

young to be working as a bar tender. The man he is speaking too insists that he risks his own 

job by letting James continue to work. James thanks him for his prior help regardless. He 

takes off his shoes before beginning to walk home. He carries them in his hand as he walks 

down the dimly lit street. 

At home James finds his mother asleep on the couch, regardless of her empty bed in 

the room next door. An empty bottle of wine lies on the floor, the remnants staining the 

already dirty carpet. James shakes her, telling her to go to her bed. She rolls over on the 

couch. He gives up quickly, moving towards the back of the house. Kenneth, his younger 

brother, lies poorly pretending to sleep. James walks over to him and the two begin a 

conversation. Kenneth tells James that their mother lost her job. James goes to bed without 

telling his mother and brother about being fired. He plans to go look for another job 

tomorrow.  

James meets with Sampson, his friend from work. Sampson is slightly older; he will 

graduate from high school this year. James asks him if he knows of any other job 

opportunities where the money would be at least what he was making at the bar. Sampson 

says he is not aware of any, but mentions that he might know someone who could help him 

start selling drugs. James has known that Sampson deals some on the side, but has never been 

involved himself. James is unsure, but asks for the number. Sampson writes it down and 

mentions that he had been told a big deal was coming up and that he was told to find more 

guys. James thanks Sampson and tells him that he is going to walk around to a few other 

places in the area. After he walks for a few moments he ducks into a phone booth.  

James stands in an empty ally way with Sampson. It is dark and they are alone, 

waiting for someone to give them supplies for that night. James is clearly uncomfortable and 

claims he did not realize that this is what dealing drugs was actually like. Sampson responds 

that this is not his boss’ usual way of behaving either. Both look confused when two guys 

pull up to the curb and begin to walk through the ally way. Sampson nods, clearly aware of 

whom they are. James relaxes. The two men are older than both Sampson and James, but no 

older than twenty. They both ask James to come with them. This causes Sampson to look 

confused, but he nods when James look to him. James follows the two men in the car. At 

another location, James is informed that he’s going to help them to complete a crime and that 
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he would be provided with one thousand pounds. James agrees, unsure if he has another 

option and unable to resist the large amount of money.  

James begins to meets with the small group of the gang regularly after school. Here 

he is introduced to Rodger, Cameron, and Edward. Rodger seems only slightly older than 

Sampson. Cameron is much younger than the rest of the group. He is only eleven years old. 

At the first meeting, he is informed that they plan to steal the Jules Rimet trophy from the 

exhibition in West Minster. During the actual theft, James is not involved in the group that is 

stealing the trophy. He stands outside with Cameron and asks the security guard going in a 

question, throwing him off the schedule of guards slightly. During the gap of time between 

his late entrance and first walk around, the thieves have time to go through a back door and 

steal the trophy. James’ question involves the bus stop, claiming that he and his little brother 

became lost while on their way. After their two-minute conversation with the guard, James 

and Cameron walk to the bus stop.  

James arrives home. He walks into the kitchen where he sees a note on the 

refrigerator from his mother. It explains that Walter, their neighbor, has fallen ill again and 

asks that James go over tomorrow and help him around the house. James nods as he puts the 

note into his pocket.  

 

Act II  

 

 James carries a small bag of groceries in his hand as he walks up to Walter’s door. He 

knocks, but finds that it is unlocked. Inside Walter is sitting on the couch in his living room. 

He does not have a television, but a book lies in his lap. The two speak for a few minutes. 

James learns more about Walter’s illness. The doctors believe he will recover, but his legs are 

becoming worse and eventually he will be confined to a wheelchair. James listens intently to 

the man. Before leaving James puts away the food and offers to make Walter dinner.  

 James continues visit Walter each day after school, often bringing Kenneth with him. 

Afterwards he brings Kenneth home and most days takes a bus off to meet with those 

involved in the theft. His mother and brother are still under the impression that he is working. 

James is becoming more worried because he has yet to be paid by the group for the theft of 

the trophy. He expresses this while sitting with the group one night. Rodger insists that their 

boss does not pay them until they put out the ransom note and tells James that he has nothing 

to worry about. Rodger informs the group that their boss did not have a task for them to 

complete until the ransom note. The group decides to go out to a local convenience store, 
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where the other three guys spot a group that immediately makes them leave the store. A 

confrontation ensues between the two groups. They become violent. James is clearly out of 

place. He moves towards Cameron with the intention of removing them both from the fight, 

but as he turns a member of the other gang shoots a gun and Cameron falls to the ground. The 

members of the other group leave. Rodger, Edward, and James attempt to help Cameron, but 

it is clear that there is little they can do.  

 James is told by Rodger the next day that Edward is going to go out that night to put 

out the ransom note. Rodger mentions that their boss was not happy about what happened the 

night before and that they money in the note had been pushed even higher. Unable to receive 

any information about what happened to Cameron, James leaves to go home, stopping in to 

talk with his brother.  

 James wakes up to a newscast about the ransom note found at Stamford Bridge. 

Edward left a part of the trophy along with a note demanding 15,000 pounds. Before leaving 

for school James and Kenneth stop into Walter’s. The man is listening to a newscast about 

the trophy. Walter begins to talk about the irresponsibility of the guards and his disbelief that 

anyone could steal that important of an object. Kenneth looks up and claims that he would be 

willing to steal anything for that amount of money, while looking at his brother with a smile. 

James’ face drops and the two leave as he attempts to tell his brother what he said was 

wrong. James finds that he is being hypocritical and decides to speak with his brother later 

when he can formulate his thoughts.  

  After school that day, James goes immediately to speak with Rodger, concerned about 

what happened to Edward after the ransom note was left. He discovers that Edward has been 

arrested after speaking with Rodger and several other men who have come into their normal 

meeting spot to discuss how to handle the situation. James is told that he will likely not be 

involved from here and that Rodger will contact him if anything else happens or if they 

believe there is some sort of a problem. James goes to the bathroom to collect himself before 

leaving, concerned about both Edward and eventually being caught by the police or the gang. 

As he is leaving, he notices the door to the small office in the back of the apartment has been 

left open. He walks in and takes the trophy out of the drawer of an old wooden desk. He puts 

it into his backpack and says good-bye to everyone before he leaves. He begins to walk 

home.  

Act III  

 James goes to Walter, concerned about being caught by both the police and the other 

gang members. Walter is not home. When James walks into his house, Kenneth tells him that 
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Walter had been taken to the hospital because he was likely to pass away soon. While at the 

hospital, James meets David, Walter’s brother, in the lobby area. James speaks with Walter 

only briefly before he passes away. The conversation emphasizes James’ need to trust his 

own instincts and his relationship to his younger brother.  

 At home James talks to his younger brother. He tells him a vague idea about what he 

has been doing, without including the trophy. Kenneth then reveals to him that he saw the 

trophy in his backpack. James asks Kenneth to help him fix what he has done and help David 

Corbett, Walter’s younger brother. The two agree and go off to find David’s house and form 

a plan. James tells Kenneth that he already knows David is a lighter man and works in 

Southern London.  

The two take turns watching Walter’s house, waiting for David’s arrival. Early the 

next morning, James watches a man in his late twenties leave his car with a woman of the 

same age. The two are fighting, while their dog, a border collie, waits in the back. They walk 

into the house, leaving the dog behind. James waits until they are inside and walks over to the 

car. He notes the address on the dog’s collar, as he pets the dog. Once the dog is comfortable, 

he rubs a cloth on the top of her head. James then walks back inside his own home.  

James and Kenneth ride a bus to Norwood. The trophy is wrapped inside several 

newspapers to look like a package. The bus stops close to the address James wrote down 

several days earlier. The sun has only just risen and James has difficulty seeing the house 

numbers. He looks at his watch, unsure of how much longer he has before someone will 

come out to walk the dog. Both James and Kenneth hear a garage door begin to open. James 

leaves the trophy underneath a car and begins to run with Kenneth. As he looks over his 

shoulder he is pleased to see that David and his dog have walked out of the house next to the 

car.  

 

 

 
  
  

 
  


